REGISTER OF 

CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Date of entry in Register: 

Name of applicant/court: 
Applicant to the Labelling Body: 
Title of Publication: 

Other Known Titles: 

Director: 

Producer: 

Publisher: 

Author: 

Format: 

Country of Origin: 

Language: 


07 August 1997 

Comptroller of Customs 

Not Applicable 

Elixir De Plaisir 

Not Stated 

Michel Mex 

Michel Mex 

Not Applicable 

Not Applicable 

Video Recording VHS/PAL 

France 

French 


Components of film originally examined: 


Feature: 

Elixir De Plaisir 

Running time: 

80.59 

Trailers: 

Nil 

Running time: 




Total Running time: 

80.59 


Excision/Alteration: Yes. 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Three excisions are required in order to remove scenes in which drugs are placed in 
drinks without the person's knowledge, in order to compel the person to participate in 
sexual conduct. This presents as coercion in association with sexual conduct. Two 
further excisions are required to remove depictions of an upended woman who is 
standing on her shoulders, with hips raised, during sexual intercourse. The woman 
appears to be in discomfort, with a great deal of pressure placed on her neck. The 
awkward positioning of the woman for male pleasure and the disregard for her comfort 
strongly degrade and dehumanise her. 


Approved components of film after excision: 
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Feature: 

Elixir De Plaisir 

Running time: 

69.39 

Trailers: 

Nil 

Running time: 




Total Amended Running time: 

69.39 


Classification Decision: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Contains explicit sex scenes. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The video recording entitled Elixir De Plaisir is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The publication contains a range of explicit and impactful sexual presentations in 
which the participants appear relaxed and amicable with one another. However, 
images of drugs being placed unknowingly in drinks in order to engage people in 
sexual activity represents coercion in association with sexual conduct. These 
portrayals endorse abuse of trust and betrayal for sexual gain. Also the positioning of 
a woman on her shoulders for sexual intercourse in one of the final scenes is strongly 
degrading and dehumanising. The woman is evidently experiencing discomfort, yet 
the man continues to vigorously penetrate her. Due to criteria being met under 
s3(3)(a)(ii) and s3(3)(a)(iii) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 
(1993), the publication would be classified as objectionable unless excisions were 
made. Therefore three depictions of drinks being drugged and two of the woman on 
her shoulders were recommended for excision. The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 
(1990) was weighed, and the recommendation for excisions considered reasonable 
and justifiable in a free and democratic society. The distributor agreed to the 
excisions. Given the remaining sexually explicit content in the excised version of the 
publication, the video recording Elixir De Plaisir is classified as objectionable except if 
the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 
18 years. 
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